
On Saturday 5 December 

2009, Latifa and the girls 

were thrilled to be visited by 

the Government Minister for 

Social Development, Mme 

Nouzha Skalli. Mme Skalli was 

visiting a large number of 

projects in the region, accom-

panied by the Governor of Al 

Haouz, M. Bouchaib El Mou-

taoukil.  

We had two days to prepare. 

The always-

spotless house 

was cleaned even 

more thoroughly 

than usual; infor-

mation and photo-

graphs were displayed on our 

boards; banners and flags 

decorated the building; food 

and drinks were prepared.  

Welcomed by drummers and 

traditional dancers outside the 

house, Mme Skalli arrived with 

a huge entourage of aides, 

officials, and press! Latifa gave 

her an excellent tour of the 

house and introduced her to 

some of the girls. Mme Skalli 

urged the girls to study hard, 

so that they might be a Minis-

ter one day too.  

The visit lasted a whirlwind 

20 minutes. Latifa did a won-

derful job representing EFA 

and we had incredibly positive 

feedback from Le Caid who 

told us that Mme 

Skalli had never seen 

a project like it and 

was incredibly 

impressed. 
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Get involved!

Want to get  involved? Here are some ideas: 

¶ Visit our website at http://www.educationforallmorocco.org/donate/

index.html for tips on how to donate 

¶ Are you a company looking to support us? Join our corporate sponsors 

¶ Are you participating in an event and looking for a charity to donate your 

funds to? Visit http://www.justgiving.com/efam/  to make a page where 

your funds go directly to the girls 

¶ Financially adopt a girl to ensure that she has the opportunity to complete 

three years of college education 
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12 Girls Start College 

at Talat nõYacoub 

We are pleased to an-

nounce that our new 

house in Talat  nõYacoub 

opened successfully with 

an intake of 12 girls in 

their first year. Turn to 

page 2 for more news. 



Our house in Talat nõYacoub 

opened in the first week of October 

with 12 girls starting in their first 

year at secondary school. 

Talat nõYacoub is one hour further 

into the High Atlas mountains than 

Asni and at a higher altitude ð which 

means itõs a lot colder! We have had 

a lot of rain and snow in recent 

weeks, so the first priority has been 

to make some changes in the house 

to keep the girls warm. When it has 

been sunny and warm, the girls have 

been able to make use of the big 

roof terrace for activities or studying 

in the sunshine, which is a great ad-

vantage for them. 

The girls at Talat nõYacoub have 

real difficulties at school. They come 

from very poor, very remote villages 

where primary education is of a very 

low standard. As a result, 

despite being bright and 

capable girls, they enter 

secondary school at a 

low starting point and a 

great disadvantage.  

As well as supporting 

the house mother in her 

day-to-day duties, my 

main focus has been to 

help the girls with their 

studies to improve their marks in 

class. We have also had some teach-

ers coming to the house to give ex-

tra lessons to the girls, which has 

been great. And recently, a local 

nurse (and former teacher) has vol-

unteered to help the girls in her 

spare time. 

We have faced some challenges in 

the first few months. But we have 

great support from the school and 

the local community and we can 

already see that the girls are making 

progress in their studies. And there 

has also been a lot of good times and 

laughter for everybody in the house! 

Karima Targaoui 
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News from Talat nõYacoub 
 

International Volunteers (and only one of them is an Aussie!)  

This year, EFA and the girls are 

benefitting from an internationally 

diverse group of volunteers. 

In September, Liz Toole  arrived 

from London to spend 4 months 

with the girls at Dar Asni. Liz visited 

Morocco for the first time in April 

last year and was particularly struck 

by the warmth and generosity of the 

Berber families in the poorest areas 

of the country. The EFA project 

provided an opportunity for Liz to 

give something back. 

In early November, Karima Tar-

gaoui volunteered to help establish 

the new house at Talat nõYacoub. 

Born in France to Moroccan parents, 

Karima speaks Tachelhit (the girlsõ 

Berber language) and brings a unique 

insight and understanding to the 

project. As always with a new ven-

ture, there have been some early 

challenges, and we are very grateful 

to have had Karimaõs highly capable 

support at Talat nõYacoub. 

Nicola Johnson  carries the flag 

for Australia this year! She has just 

arrived to take over from Liz at Dar 

Asni and intends to spend almost 6 

months with the girls and Latifa. Re-

cently TESOL qualified, Nicola will 

continue with the girlsõ English les-

sons and indoctrination into all 

things Aussie(!) 

And Ilaria Pignatelli  will be with 

us soon for two months as part of a 

gap year before university. Ilaria vis-

ited Dar Asni when she was a pupil 

at Bristol Grammar School. She will 

be arriving from England, but boasts 

a combination of Polish and Italian 

roots, which should provide some 

interesting times for the girls! 

Name: Loubna Ait Bouihia 

Age: 12 

School Year: 1st year at Talat nõYacoub 

Home: Tagmout 

Motherõs occupation: Housewife 

Favourite subject: French 

When I am 20, I see myself: Continuing my studies to become a teacher. 

Spotlight on:  


